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ACROSS THE U.S.A. ON ROUTE 66 
I took my life in my hands (and the lives of my 


family) on a trip across the United States. After 
traversing some 4,100 miles, the car (and family) 
are still in California and I am safely back in the 
ASPO office. Some pretty definite impressions re- 
sulted from this cross-country tour. 

A lot of people are in a terrible hurry to get 
where they are going. There is widespread violation 
of speed limits, and the careful driver who tries 
to stay approximately within the speed limits is 
constantly endangered by the guy in a hurry who 
keeps cutting in ahead of him, not infrequently on 
curves. It matters not to the reckless driver that 
he is usually caught up with a couple of miles down 
the road behind a truck going up a hill. The con- 
dition of the roads apparently doesn't deter the 
reckless driver. In Oklahoma, with a 55-mile speed 
limit, and with a road system that justifies that 
speed limit, there is as much speeding as you will 
find in other states with better road systems. 

It is the opinion of this observer that a con- 
siderable number of cities across the United States 
have defiled or befouled themselves. The physical 
character of the cities can be described only with 
the word "chaotic." The building of a new civic 
center or a new public building, the addition of 
& new recreation area, or the clearance of a small 
Slum have no real effect on the disorganized char- 
acter of many of our cities. 

There is a simple solution which will help to 
solve some traffic difficulties in a fairly inex- 
pensive manner in cities which are anxious to at- 
tract tourists. In one state capital we found no 
street signs, and although we had a map of the com- 
mnity, we gave up in our attempt to locate certain 
"sights." We were definitely an obstruction to 
traffic in our attempt to identify certain streets 
which might lead us to potential places of interest. 

PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE's latest bulletin is 
on motels. In the near future I intend to write 
an editorial on this subject, since I now consider 
myself an expert. Route 66 is paralleled for a con- 
Siderable distance by one of our well-known trans- 
continental railroads. Motels quite obviously are 
generally located along main highways. When you 





get a combination of a parallel highway with a 
railroad and a railroad center, sleep in a motel, 
no matter how well designed, may be an impossibility. 
In the pre-diesel days the engine bell was rung 
on a train leaving the station. Today, the siren 
blast on a diesel may lift you out of your bed. 
In some instances, it would appear that the siren 
is used, not only in stations, but at numerous inter- 
sections, with malice aforethought, to prove to the 
tourists that the train is a better way of travel- 
ing than the auto. That is true, but to this writer 
there is a better way of traveling than by train, 
and that is by airplane. An outstanding example of 
@ noisy community is Gallup, New Mexico. 

California is doing a remarkable job of road- 
building (the gasoline tax is currently 8¢ a gal- 
lon). To this observer some of the overpasses lead- 
ing from main highways to small commmities are ex- 
travagant. We drove for hundreds of miles through 
California without seeing a single roadside park. 

We liked Missouri because of its good road 
system, its low gasoline tax, and the friendliness 
of all of the people we encountered where services 
were required. 

The highways are littered with signs advertis- 
ing gambling halls in Nevada, snake pits, motels, 
hot dog stands, and curio shops. As the number of 
motels increases, the number of signs will also in- 
crease. The devil must be given his due. Very few 
of the sigris were billboards. 

In driving across country these days, concen- 
tration on driving is required every minute, so that 
the driver cannot observe anything until he gets 
off the beaten path. One looks back to the good 
old days when the roads weren't so good, but when 
we traveled slower and had a chance to observe the 
country. 

I have just finished reading E. B. White's 
little essay about his first trans-continental trip 
in 1922 in a Model T. My first trip was made at 
about the same time. I still remember the dirt 
roads, and the numerous blowouts, but I suffer from 
the same nostalgia that affected him. Seeing places 
may be a pleasure today, but there isn't any fun in 
trying to get to those places. (WHB) 
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ASPO AWARDS COMMITTEE 


An Awards Committee has been named by 
President Orton to select the recipient of the 
1953 annual ASPO award to honor persons who 
have made an outstanding contribution to plan- 
ning. Chairman of the committee is Ernest J. 
Bohn, Chairman, Cleveland City Plan Commission, 
501 City Hall, Cleveland, Ohio. 

In 1952, the awards were made to Mr. Frank 
B. Williams and to Mr. Lawson Purdy. Sugges- 
tions regarding the 1953 award may be made to 
the chairman of the committee. 








PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE 


Helicopter mail and cargo service between 
airports and downtown centers has been operat- 
ing for some time in several areas. Scheduled 
helicopter passenger service between New York 
and New Jersey airports was inaugurated last 
month, and passenger runs from Manhattan to 
suburbs or near-by towns are predicted soon. 

When the helicopter becomes & common car- 
rier, city planning commissions will be faced 
with the problem of recommending sites for heli- 
ports. PLANNING ADVISORY SERVICE Information 
Report No. 52 (July 1953), entitled Heliports 
in the City Plan, presents some of the inform- 
tion that will be needed to determine locations 
and standards for helicopter landing fields. 
Included in this report are standards for min- 
imum size of touchdown pads and safety areas, 
recommended heliport size for multi-helicopter 
operations, site criteria, and special consid- 
erations for ground and roof-top heliports. A 
considerable number of illustrations are cocn- 
tained in this report. 

Information Reports in preparation deal 
with flood plain zoning, and parking and site 
requirements of shopping centers. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE TRAVEL AT NEW HIGH 


An all-time high of almost 517 billion vehicle 
miles of motor vehicle travel on roads and streets 
was reached in 1952, according to a U.S. Bureau of 
Public Roads report. This is a gain of 5.4 per cent 
over 1951, and 55 per cent greater travel than in 
1941. Motor vehicle registration during 1952 was 
2.6 per cent over the previous year, reaching a 
total of 53,258,570. Of this, automobile registra- 
tion was 43,801,531, trucks 9,207,897, and buses 
240,142. California registrations topped 5 million. 
New York was next with 3.9 million. 


SCHOOL ENROLLMENT IN THE U.S. 


About 1.4 million more persons were enrolled 
in school or college at the beginning of the 1952. 
1953 school year than in October 1951, according to 
& sample survey announced by the U.S. Bureau of the 
Census. The total number enrolled in October 1952 
amounted to about 32 million persons. Two-thirds 
of the increase in enrollment during the one-year 
period was due to the larger number of children in 
elementary schools, who accounted for almost one 
million of the increase. 


GREATER MICHIGAN INC. 


An association to be known as Greater Michigan 
Inc. has been organized as a medium for cooperation 
of business firms and individuals interested in 
Michigan's progress. Among the purposes and objec- 
tives of the association are encouragement of "the 
fullest sound development and wise utilization of 
the natural and other resources of the state” and 
"a business climate favorable to industrial, con- 
mercial, financial, cultural and social growth." 
One of its first activities will be to get behind 
the development program of the Upper Peninsula. 
Greater Michigan Inc. is an outgrowth of three years 
study by a task force appointed as an advisory com- 
mittee of the Economic Development Commission. 


NEW ORDINANCES 


Los Angeles, California. A new ordinance was 
adopted in 1952 for the purpose of controlling grad- 
ing operations in hillside areas so as to avoid dam 
age to properties from washing, landslides, and any 
other sources of erosion. It is administered and en- 
forced through a system of permits, certificates and 
inspections. The provisions of the ordinance cover 
angle of slopes and their treatment to reduce surface 
erosion, adequate drainage facilities, maintenance 
of protective devices, and correction of existing 
graded hillsides which constitute erosion hazards. 

A new "CM" commercial-manufacturing zone has 
been created in an effort to find a reasonable use 
for older commercial districts which have not de- 
veloped as planned, and where the character of ez- 
isting uses makes it impossible or unrealistic to 
rezone the area for residential purposes. Within 
this new zone are permitted all uses permitted in 
the commercial zones, and in addition, restricted 
types of light industrial activities. 
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URBAN REDEVELOPMENT — RECENT APPROVALS 


Montgomery, Alabama, has received a temporary 
loan of $1,396,000 and a capital grant of $803,558 
for use in a slum clearance and urban redevelop- 
ment project. The project area, known as "North 
Montgomery," is a predominantly residential slum 
containing more than 51 acres. New uses of the area 
proposed by the redevelopment plan for the project 
are primarily industrial. The agea is about a mile 
from the central business section and surrounded 
by industrial uses. About 91 per cent of the 225 
structures in the area are dilapidated. 





Newark, New Jersey, has received approval of 
allocations totaling $7,124,937 in temporary loan 
funds and $5,269,258 in capital grant funds for two 
slum clearance and urban redevelopment projects. 
These will be the first to be undertaken in Newark 
with loan and capital grant assistance under Title I. 
Both proposed projects are about three-quarters of 
a mile from the central business district, and 
combined with an intervening low-rent public hous- 
ing project will provide for the clearance and 
redevelopment of a slum area totaling 58 acres. 
After acquisition and site clearance, the land will 
be made available for redevelopment according to 
plans calling for approximately 560 dwelling units 
in mlti-story apartment buildings with commercial 





facilities and parking areas, with a small portion 


of the area devoted to public use, in one of the 
areas; and in the other, multi-story apartment 
buildings containing 640 dwelling units proposed 
to rent at a $25 a month rental per room, includ- 
ing heat. 


Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, has received its 
third loan and grant assistance for slum clearance 
projects - $6,518,576 in temporary loan funds and 
$4,640,047 in capital grant funds for the Southwest 
Temple slum clearance and urban redevelopment pro- 
ject "A." The funds will be used to acquire the 
land and demolish the structures of a 49.76-acre 
blighted area about 1-1/2 miles from the City Hall. 
The site will be redeveloped for residential, com- 
mercial, school playground and junior high school 
uses. Some of the existing houses may be rehabil- 
itated. About 1,490 families now live in the slum 
area, of which approximately .50 per cent are eli- 
gible for low-rent public housing. 





Puerto Rico has been allocated a temporary 
loan of $119,300 and a capital grant of $97,500 for 
ue in a slum clearance and urban redevelopment 
project in the town of Aibonito. This is the sec- 
ond in a group of ten projects in eight localities 
vhich the Puerto Rico Housing Authority plans to 
undertake immediately. Low-rent public housing now 
being completed will be used for the re-housing of 
low-income families displaced from the slums to 
be cleared. The project, known as "Coqui," is a 
centrally located residential slum of approximate- 
ly 3-1/2 acres. The redevelopment plan proposes 
Tesidential and park re-use. Coqui contains 128 


structures, of which 122 are residential, the re- 
minder commercial. 


URBAN REDEVELOPMENT PAYS DIVIDENDS IN 
ADDITIONAL TAXATION IN PITTSBURGH 


The Western Division of the Pennsylvania Econ- 
omy League has recently issued a report dealing 
with the fiscal return from Pittsburgh's redevelop- 
ment program. We have been authorized to briefly 
summarize the contents of this very interesting 
report. Sixty acres at the tip of the Triangle are 
in process of redevelopment. Thirty-six acres have 
been put into a park, and taxable valuations in the 
amount of $5,287,265 have been lost. However, in 
the Gateway Center area, not yet fully developed, 
the gain in valuations is already $10,470,490. There 
is an additional gain from warehouses and industrial 
buildings which have been relocated. 

Mellon Square was donated to the city, removing 
$2,459,740 from taxatio, but new buildings already 
constructed around the square (which is to be a 
park and underground garage) have inéreased taxable 
values for a net gain of almost $16,000,000. 

The redevelopment project for the Jones and 
Laughlin Steel Company on the south side of Pitts- 
burgh has increased real property values $5,421,895, 
with an even greater increase to the county which 
assesses machinery. 

The net gain to date has been approximately 
$35,000,000. The redevelopment program has affected 
the entire city, and as a result of the stimlation 
given by the program, it is estimated that the over- 
all gain during the five years of the redevelopment 
program is $114,000,000 in valuation. 





TRENDS IN MUNICIPAL PLANNING ACTIVITIES 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY 
1945-1952 


TOTAL NUMBER 





1945 1947 1949 1952 
Survey Survey Survey Survey 


PLANNING SECTION 
NEW JERSEY STATE DEPARTMENT OF 
CONSERVATION AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 





PROPOSAL FOR CHICAGO 
SHOPPING AREAS 


The Chicago Plan Commis- 
sion is studying a plan to 
rescue. some of its principal 
shopping areas now choked by 
traffic congestion and lack 
of parking facilities. The 
sketch shows the "perimeter 
plan" devised to rejuvenate 
the shopping center at 63rd 
and Halsted, which is typical 
of commercial developments 
threatened. The plan calls 
for: (1) a traffic perimeter 
constructed around the cen- 
ter. All traffic would move 
in 4 one-way pattern, and none 
would enter the shopping dis- 
trict itself. (2) Mass 
transit vehicles, principally 





<x 





Chicago Sun-Times, March 20, 195 








buses, would be routed through the center of the districts. 
(3) All nonconforming blighted buildings and residences would be eliminated. 
(5) Parking facilities would be provided on cleared 
(6) A cooperative organization of business and land interests would 


with grassy parkways. 


local streets no longer needed would be eliminated. 


land and vacated street areas. 


The streets would be narrowed and beautified 
(4) All 


be set up to coordinate the development and architectural style of the area. 
According to the plan, this would be financed by motor fuel tax money, Land Clearance Commission funds 
and the issuance of revenue bonds. The cost of constructing perimeter routes, based principally on exist- 


ing streets, has been estimated at about $9 million. 


from the businesses at 63rd and Halsted. 


The city collects about $1 million in taxes a year 
The net income there is some $150 million a year. 


The district 


has frequently been called the largest "neighborhood" shopping center in the world. 


ANNUAL REPORTS 


Charting Alaska's Progress 1951-52. Biennial Re- 
port of the Alaska Development Board, P.O. Box 50, 
Juneau, Alaska; George Sundborg, General Manager. 
1953. - 48pp.illus.graphs. 





Annual Report of Progress. Bergen County Plan- 
ning Board, County Court House, Hackensack, N. J. 
Charles C. Littlefield, Chairman. 1952. 1lé6pp. 
charts,tables. 





Planning 1952. Dayton City Plan Board, 530 Muni- 
cipal Building, Dayton, Ohio; Robert A. Flynn, 
Planning Director. 1953. 1l0pp.illus. 


Summary of Activities 1951-52. Indiana Economic 
Council, 140 N. Senate Avenue, Indianapolis 4, 
Indiaria. 1952. 8pp.charts. 








Annual Review. Milwaukee Board of Public Land 
Commissioners, 155 East Kilbourne Road, Milwaukee 
2, Wisconsin; Karl Maier, Jr., President. 1952. 
17pp. 





Accomplishments 1952. Los Angeles City Planning 
Commission, Room 361, City Hall, Los Angeles 12, 
California; Charles B. Bennett, Director of Plan- 
ning. 48pp.illus.maps,charts,tables. 





Report of Progress in Montclair for 1952. The 
Montclair Town Planning Board, Municipal Building, 
Montclair, New Jersey; C. Alexander Capron, Chair- 
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man. 1953. 
cover postage. 


39pp.illus.charts. Enclose 5¢ to 


Report on Planning 1952. Thirtieth Report of the 
Planning and Zoning Commission of the City of New 
Orleans, lst Floor, Howard Annex, 535 St. Charles 
Street, New Orleans 12, Louisiana; Louis C. Bisso, 
Director of Planning. 1953. 26pp.illus.maps. 





City Planning in Philadelphia. A Record of Prog- 
ress 1952. City Planning Commission, Market Street 
National Bank Building, Philadelphia 7, Pennsylva- 
nia; Edward Hopkinson, Jr., Chairman. 1953. 35pp. 





Tenth Annual Report, 1951-1952. Puerto Rico Planning 
Board, Santurce, Puerto Rico; Rafael Pic6, Chairman. 
1952. 7Opp.charts,tables. English, Spanish. 





1952 Annual Report. Racine City Planning Commis- 
sion, Room 206, City Hall, Racine, Wisconsin; Floyd 
A. Carlson, Director of Planning. 16pp.chart. 





Towards a Better County. Progress Report '49-50-5l. 
Salt Lake County Planning Commission, 249 East 400 
South Street, Salt Lake City, Utah; Horace A. Soren- 
sen, Chairman. 1952. 27pp.illus.mps. 





1952 Planning Progress. Seattle City Planning 
Commission, 503 County-City Building, Seattle 4, 
Washington; F. R. McAbee, Chairman. 1953. 26pp. 
illus.tables,charts,map. 
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Land Clearance Commis- 
gion. Planning Analyst. Salary, $4,500-6,300, 
depending on experience. Qualifications: degree 
in city planning, with social science background 
preferred, plus two years experience in city 
planning or redevelopment; or equivalent combina- 
tion of training and experience. 
Land Planner II. Salary, $4,500-6,300, de- 
pending on experience. Qualifications: degree 
in city planning, plus two years experience in 
city planning or redevelopment; or equivalent 
combination of training and experience. 

Write to: ‘Herman Berkman, Director of Plan- 
ning, Chicago Land Clearance Commission, 69 West 
Washington Street, Chicago 2, Illinois. 


Chicago, Illinois. 











Cincinnati, Ohio. City Planning Commis- 
sion. Assistant City Planner. Entering salary, 
$5,677. Qualifications: at least four years 
experience in city planning work. Degree in city 
planning, engineering, architecture or related 
fields desirable and may be substituted for two 
years experience requirement. Masters degree in 
city or regional planning may be substituted for 
an addjtional year of experience requirement. 
Write to: Walter V. Majoewsky, Civil Service 
Commission, Room 260, City Hall, Cincinnati 2, 
Ohio. 








Columbus, Ohio. City Planning Commission. 
Assistant Director. Salary, $6,240-6,600. Qual- 
ifications: MA degree in city or regional plan- 
ning; five years experience in planning work, one 
year in charge of comprehensive or master plan- 


ning; or equivalent combination of education and 











experience. 
Administrative Assistant. Salary, $6,060- 
$6,420. Qualifications: college degree with 


course in city or regional planning, municipal 
law, municipal engineering, or related course; 
three years experience. 

Senior Planner, Salary, $4,800-5,160. Qual- 
ifications: degree in city planning, civil en- 
gineering, architecture, landscape architecture, 
landscape engineering, municipal engineering, or 
equivalent course; two years experience in plan- 
ning; or equivalent combination of training and 





experience. 
Planner. Salary, $4,260-4,620. *Qualifica- 
tions: degree in architecture, landscape archi- 


tecture, civil engineering, sociology or economic 
geography; or high school plus four years of 
architectural or engineering drawing, two years 
planning experience. 
Planning Technician. 
Qualifications: 


Salary, $3 ,720-3 ,960 ° 
degree in architecture, land- 





Scape architecture or civil engineering; or high 
School plus four years drafting experience, two 
in the planning field. 

Write to: Ernest H. Stork, Planning Director, 
Office of the City Planning Commission, Columbus, 
Ohio. 





POSITIONS AVAILABLE 


Kansas City, Missouri. City Plan Commission. 
Senior Planners (2). Salary, $5,460-6,660. Qual- 








ifications: degree in city planning, civil engin- 
eering, landscape architecture, architecture or 
economics, plus five years experience; equivalent 
combination of experience and training. 

Associate Planner. Salary, $4,500-5,460. 
Qualifications: degree in city planning, civil 
engineering, landscape architecture or architec- 
ture, plus three years experience; or equivalent 
combination of education and experience. 

Junior Plenner. Salary, $3,900-4,740. Qual- 
ifications desired: degree in city planning, 
landscape architecture, civil engineering, plus 
one year of experience in city planning or re- 
lated work. 

Training and experience in all positions 
should emphasize physical planning. 

Write to: Philip E. Geissal, Chief Planning 
Engineer, City Plan Commission, 15th Floor, City 
Hall, Kansas City 6, Missouri. 








Louisville, Kentucky. City-County Planning 
Commission. Planning Associate. Salary, $4,572- 
$5,280. Qualifications: degree in planning or 
related social science and two years of progres- 
sive experience. 

Planning Assistant. Salary, $3,360-3,876. 
Qualifications: degree in planning or other re- 
lated social science. One year of planning agency 
experience desirable. 

Write to: W. L. Watts, Planning Director, 
Room 302, Fiscal Court Building, Louisville 2, 
Kentucky. 











Milford, Connecticut. Milford Town Planning 
and Zoning Board. Assistant Planner. Salary; 
$3,400-4,100.. Qualifications: degree in plan- 
ning or related fields, or equivalent combination 
of training and experience. Write to: Milford 
Town Planning and Zoning Board, Town Hall, Milford, 
Connecticut. 








Nashville, Tennessee. Tennessee State Plan- 
ning Commission. Associate Planner. Salary, 
$3,300, with scheduled increments to $4,740. 
Qualifications: male, degree in planning or 
equivalent experience in regional or city plan- 
ning; or equivalent combination of training and 
experience. Write to: Harold V. Miller, Execu- 
tive Director, Tennessee State Planning Commis- 
sion, Greyhound Terminal Building, 517 Commerce 
Street, Nashville 3, Tennessee. 








Wheeling, West Virginia. Wheeling Area 
Conference on Community Development. Executive 
Director. Salary, $10,000 or more, depending on 
qualifications. Ability and experience to direct 
newly-formed organization. Public relations in- 
portant. Write to: Robert M. Round, Ohio Valley 
Industrial Corporation, Wheeling Steel Building, 
Wheeling, West Virginia. 














PERSONALS 


Frederick H. Bair, Jr. is no longer supervisor 
of Planning and Industrial Development with the 
Florida State Improvement Commission, which because 
of lack of funds has eliminated most of its func- 
tions. He is currently acting as secretary of the 
Florida Planning and Zoning Association. 


T. E. Davidson, formerly manager of Sac City 
Chamber of Commerce, has been appointed director 
of the Iowa Development Commission. 


Sir William Holford, professor at the Univer- 
sity of London, has been elected president of the 
Town Planning Institute of Great Britain for 1953- 
54. He will take office in November on the expira- 
tion of the term of office of Mr. S. L. B. Beaufoy. 


Malcolm Little, Jr., formerly witn the Tennes- 
see State Planning Commission and most recently 
director of planning and assistant city manager at 
High Point, North Carolina, and director of urban 
redevelopment at Greensboro, North Carolina, has 
joined the staff of the Georgia Institute of Tech- 
nology as assistant professor of city planning. 


Jack Meltzer, formerly field representative 
for the Division of Slum Clearance and Urban Re- 
development of HHFA, has accepted the position of 
director of planning for Michael Reese Hospital in 
Chicago. This position was formerly held by Regi- 
nald R. Isaacs, recently appointed chairman of the 
Department of City and landscape Planning in the 
Graduate School of Design at Harvard University. 


Kermit C. Parsons, who graduated from Cornell 
University in June, has joined the Cleveland City 
Planning Commission staff as assistant planner. 


Roy L. Sherrow, who for a number of years 
served as director of the Tulsa City Planning Com- 
mission, has been appointed full-time secretary to 
the Zoning Board of Adjustment as of July lst. 


Pearson Stewart will assume on September 1 the 
position of city planner at Warwick, Rhode Island. 


Fred W. Tuemmler, who for a number of years 
was director of planning for the Maryland-National 
Capital Park and Planning Commission, has opened 
@ consulting office, Fred W. Tuemmler and Associates, 
Community Planning and Development Consultants, 
with offices at 104 Professional Building, Baltimore 
Avenue and Gallatin Street, Hyattsville, Maryland. 


Francis Violich will serve as planning consult- 
ant to the Comision Nacional de Urbanismo, with 
headquarters in Caracas, Venezuela, for the summer 
and will give three seminars on slum clearance and 
urban redevelopment at the Inter-American Housing 
Center in Bogota during the month of August. 


Richard J. Wengraf, of Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, has been appointed senior planner 
with the Rockland County, New York, Planning Board. 
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George I. Whitlatch has been named the Executive 
Director of the newly created Tennessee Industria] 
and Agricultural Development Commission. 


Kenneth 0. Wilcox has been named chief p 
engineer in the new Department of City Planning in 
Tacoma, Washington. Under the new city manager 
form of government, the planning commission has 
been made a separate department. 


The Kentucky Agricultural and Industrial Devel- 
opment Board has created a new Division of Planning 
and Zoning. Warren T. Zitzmann has been appointed 
chief of the division. 





Paul R. Williams, Los Angeles architect and men- 
ber of the Los Angeles City Planning Commission, last 
month received the Spingarn Medal, awarded annually 
for the highest achievement by an American Negro. 

Mr. Williams has achieved national recognition 
for his designs of small houses in California, 
Nevada and Arizona. He has also been the architect 
for a score of large structures in Los Angeles, in- 
cluding its Superior Court building and a new wing 
of the Los Angeles General Hospital. At present 
he is designing a $250,000 Pearl Harbor memorial 
to be built in Honolulu. 

The Spingarn Medal was instituted in 1914 by the 
late J. E. Spingarn, a former chairman of the board 
of directors of the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People. Previous recipients 
include Marian Anderson, George Washington Carver, 
James Weldon Johnson and Dr. Ralph J. Bunche. 





Edward C. Dobbins, son of William 0. Dobbins 
(director of the Alabama State Planning Board), was 
killed in an automobile accident on July 15. 





BIRTHS 


Born to Henry and Evelyn Cohen (New York City 
Planning Department), Lois Deborah, Jume 30, 1953. 


Born to the Abraam Krushkhovs (Santa Clara 
County Planning Commission), Marli, May 20, 1953. 








ZONING DIGEST 


The ZONING DIGEST for August will contain 
comments of the editor on some recent zoning 
decisions which seem to misunderstand the pur- 
pose of zoning or the function of a zoning board 
of appeals. In one case, the supreme court 
suggested that a zoning board of appeals might 
through variance permit the use of 24 acres of 
residentially zoned property for heavy indus- 
trial use! One case summrized defines a motel; 
another defines nursery and greenhouse, and 
prohibits extensive landscape contracting (with 
storage of a number of trucks) as part of a green- 
house operation within a residential district. 
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PLANNING LEGAL NOTES 
Prepared by Walter H. Blucher 





Architectural Control Upheld For The Vieux Carre 
Section Of New Orleans. Signs May Be Regulated. 
~~ City of New Orleans v. Levy, Supreme Court of 
Louisiana, March 23, 1953, reh. den, April 27, 1953, 
64 S. 2d 798. Defendant was prosecuted in the Mmi- 
cipal Court of New Orleans for violation of the 
ordinance which regulated architectural control and 
signs in the Vieux Carre section of the city. 

The constitution of the state of Louisiana pro- 
vides specifically for the establishment of a Vieux 
Carre Commission and for the regulation of buildings 
within the area to be established as the Vieux Carre 
section. The constitution provides that "The said 
Commission shall have for its purpose the preserva- 
tio of such buildings in the Vieux Carre section of 
the City of New Orleans as, in the opinion of said 
Commission, shall be deemed to have architectural 
and historical value, and which buildings should be 
preserved for the benefit of the people of the City 
of New Orleans and the State of Louisiana, and to 
that end the Commission shall be given such powers 
and duties as the Commission council of the City of 
New Orleans shall deem fit and necessary." The con- 
stitution establishes the area which shall be known 
as the Vieux Carre section of the city of New Orleans. 

The city of New Orleans in 1937 adopted an ordi- 
nance creating and organizing the Commission, and 
prescribing the detailed governing regulations for 
the Vieux Carre section, particularly with respect 
to alterations to and construction of buildings. 

Defendant questioned the constitutionality of 
the ordinance, claiming, among other things, that 
there was an arbitrary delegation of legislative 
power to the Vieux Carre Commission. On the basis 
of earlier decisions, the constitutionality of the 
ordinance was upheld. Defendant made a novel argu- 
ment, namely, that the city, with the amendment of 
the ordinance, had unconstitutionally removed a cer- 
tain sectim from the Vieux Carre area as established 
by the constitution. The court held that if this 
was an unconstitutimal act on the part of the city, 
it had no effect, and certainly could not benefit 
the defendant. Defendant contended, too, that the 
constitutia and provisions in the ordinance enacted 
pursuant thereto are unconstitutional, since they 
were enacted solely for aesthetic purposes and are 
not within the police power. The court -held that 
the legislation is in the interest of, and benefi- 
cial to, the inhabitants of New Orleans generally. 

The convictions and sentences were affirmed. 








Parking Garage Ordinance Held Invalid Because Of 
lack Of Standards. 

Drexel et al. ve City of Miami Beach, Supreme 
Court of Florida, February 24, 1953, reh. den. 
April 14, 1953, 64S. 2d 317. Appellants owned prop- 
erty on which they proposed to erect a multiple-level 
motor car parking garage. They applied for 4 permit 
which was denied. A motion to rescind the previous 
action and grant the permit was defeated by a tie 
vote. The city council acted under an ordinance 
which provides that in a designated area no multiple- 











level automobile parking garage shall be built except 
upon “approval and permit by the city council... 
after public hearing at which due considerations 
shall be given to the effect upon traffic of the 
proposed use... .” 

The supreme court held the ordinance invalid 
for lack of suitable standards. -The court said in 
part, "We think a city council may not deprive a 
person of his property by declining a permit to erect 
upon it a certain type of garage where the only re- 
striction on the use of the police power is that it 
shall not be exercised before 'due consideration' is 
given by someone, presumably the councilmen, to the 
effect of the building upon traffic. Both the quoted 
words, as well as their synonyms, could be construed 
to allow all manner of latitude in the grant of a 
permit in one case and the denial of a permit ina 
Similar one, and would give every opportunity for 
the exercise of the power with partiality. Such 
lamess and inexactness in a delegation of the power 
is not sanctioned by the courts. . . . The present 
ordinance could easily become such an instrument of 
discrimination by a.majority of the councilmen giv- 
ing what each might think ‘due consideration’ to 
traffic problems and thereafter denying a permit in 
one instance while granting a permit in a less meri- 
torious case, though acting conscientiously in both. 
This would be possible because no uniform rules or 
regulations are defined to remove the sphere of 
action from the influences of whim or caprice." 





ILLINOIS CONSERVATION LEGISLATION 


Governor Stratton of Illinois has signed an urban 
community conservation act and two related acts to 
facilitate congervation measures within cities. 

The act, known as the "Butler Bill," gives all 
Illinois cities the power to appoint a conservation 
board of five members whose duties are to designate 
"conservation areas" (defined in the statute), to 
nominate nine to fifteen residents in each area as 
a "community council" to be appointed by the mayor, 
and to prepare and carry out conservation measures. 

Each community council draws up 4 conservation 
program with technical help furnished by the board. 
The board approves all programs and routes them 
through the local plan commission to the city council. 
On approval by the city council, the plan becomes 
the official plan of the conservation area. 

The conservation board is given the right of 
eminent domain to acquire properties essential to 
public or private redevelopment. With court consent, 
the board may repair certain properties up to min- 
imum legal standards and then take a junior lien if 
the owner is unable or unwilling to pay and where such 
action is necessary to prevent the spread of blight. 

An accompanying "repair-lien" law also authorizes 
resort to equity proceedings in the prosecution of 
violations of housing and building standards. The 
other statute amends the 1941 Neighborhood Redevelop- 
ment Act and allows private corporations to function 
in conservation as well as redevelopment areas. 
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ASPO receives more than 600 planning books, pamphlets and reports each month, 
It is possible to mention only a very limited number and to do justice to only a few 
of them. Copies may be secured from publishers. ASPO does not have copies for 
distribution, 


Planning Literature 


CONSERVATION. Metropolitan Housing and Planning 
Council, 69 W. Washington Street, Chicago 2, Illi- 
nois. January 1953. 3 Vols. 345pp.mimeo.illus. 
maps,charts,tables. $15.00. (Staff report of a 
special study sponsored by MHPC, under direction of 
Reginald R. Isaacs. This report, the most compre- 
hensive yet prepared dealing with this subject, em- 
bodies an analysis of the blighting factors contri- 
buting to community disintegration, with possible 
solutions and proposals for the effectuation of a 
forceful conservation program. Survey of the prob- 
lem as defined by the staff includes an analysis of 
the main legal, social and economic problem areas 
affecting conservation, as well as an examination 
and evaluation of the official and non-official 
agencies concerned with conservation, and field 
surveys of major conservation activities in other 
cities. Solutions are presented in two conservation 
test projects - one in a pilot area within Chicago, 
and one in a medium-sized city. Finally, various 
financial techniques, governmental powers and com- 
munity participation regarded as necessary to the 
proper functioning of a conservation program are 
suggested. FMK.) 


COMPARATIVE DIGEST OF MUNICIPAL AND COUNTY ZONING 
ENABLING STATUTES FOR REFERENCE IN COMMUNITY PLAN- 
NING, HOUSING, SLUM CLEARANCE OR URBAN REDEVELOP- 
MENT PROGRAMS. Housing and Home Finance Agency. 
Available from Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 1953. 
70pp.tables. 60¢. 


MASTER PLAN OF PUBLIC WORKS FACILITIES. City Plan- 
ning Commission, Room 361, City Hall, Los Angeles 12, 
California; Charles E. Bennett, Director of Planning. 
1953. 46pp.charts,tables. (Provides a guide in 
the selection of future sites for such-facilities 
as inoinerators, street maintenance yards, refuse 
transfer yards, sewer maintenance yards, and simi- 
lar public service functions; suggests combined 
sites where feasible to effect savings in land and 
operational costs, and possibility of acquiring 
sites prior to subdivision and improvement.) 


THE RAMSEY PLAN. Prepared by Scott Bagby and Weaver 
Pangburn, Planning Consultants, 14 Mountainside Park 
Terrace, Upper Montclair, New Jersey. 1953. ‘5Opp. 
maps,graphs,tables. $3.00. 


REBUILDING INDUSTRY-COMMERCE IN ST. LOUIS. City 
Plan Commission, Civil Courts Building, St. Louis, 
Missouri; William H. Coibion, Director of Planning. 
Unpaged,illus.maps. 


THE USE OF LAND IN BINGHAMTON, N.Y. Broome County 
Planning Board, 209 County Court House, Binghamton, 
New York; Clement G. Bowers, Chairman. 1953. 22pp. 
plates ,tables. 


PROPOSED MAJOR STREET PLAN. City Planning Commis- 
sion, City Hall, Kalamazoo, Michigan; Earl D. Fraser, 
Director. 1953. l0Opp.map. 


64 


NIMLO MUNICIPAL LAW REVIEW, 1953 Edition. Charles 
S. Rhyne and Brice W. Rhyne, Editors. Proceedings 
of the 1952 Annual Conference of the National In- 
stitute of Mmicipal Law Officers, 730 Jackson Place 
N.W., Washington 6, D. C. 462pp.tables. $10.00, 
(Contains the report of the Committee on Urban Re- 
development and the Report of the Committee on Zon- 
ing and Planning. Has a section dealing with the 
validity of provisions of zoning ordinances estab- 
lishing a minimum size of homes, and another sec- 
tion dealing with new problems in zoning and their 
solution. ) 


PHYSICAL PLANNING IN ISRAEL. Arieh Sharon. Plan- 
ning Department, Government of Israel, Tel Aviv, 
Israel. S8Opp.illus.maps,charts,tables. 1950. $7 
(This is an impressive volume showing the nature 
and the extent of the planning taking place ona 
national and local scale in Israel. The volume is 
impressive, not only from the standpoint of the 
planning, but also on the basis of the attractive, 
colored illustrations, and because a great deal has 
already been accomplished in the actual building of 
communities. Although the original text is in 
Hebrew, it is accompanied by an English trans- 
lation.) 


A GUIDE TO SUBDIVISION REGUIATION. Southern As- 
sociation of State Planning and Development Agencies. 
Available from Secretary-Treasurer Frank Walshe, Jr., 
Chief, Parish Plamning Section, Planning and Develop- 
ment Division, Louisiana Department of Public Works, 
Capitol Building, Baton Rouge, Louisiana. 1953. 
37pp.illus. $1.00. 


PLANNING OR "COMMUNITY HASH." Salt Lake City Plan- 
ning Commission, 315 City and County Building, 
Salt Lake City 1, Utah; Vernon L. Jorgensen, Plan- 
ning Director. 1953. 32pp.illus. (Gay, attract- 
ive pamphlet for the layman on the advantages of 
planning. ) 


SUBDIVISION REGULATIONS. Upper Montgomery County 
Planning District, Division of Planning Engineer, 
Court House, Rockville, Maryland; Patrick J. Cusick, 
Jr., Planning Engineer. 1953. 40Opp. 


BAY AREA SHOPPING CENTERS. San Francisco Bay Area 
Council, 130 Montgomery Street, San Francisco 4, 
California; Frederick B. Whitman, Chairman. 1953. 
l6pp.tables. $1.00. 


AN INTRODUCTORY PLAN FOR THE CIVIC CENTER. San 
Francisco Department of City Planning, 100 Larkin 
Street, Civic Center, San Francisco 2, California; 
Paul Oppermamn, Director of Planning. 1953. 32pp- 
illus.maps. 


THE ECONOMIC IMPORTANCE OF PORT-LINKED MANUFACTUR- 
ING INDUSTRIES IN THE BALTIMORE METROPOLITAN AREA. 
Maryland State Planning Commission, 100 Equitable 
Building, Baltimore 2, Maryland; I. Alvin Pasarew, 
Director. 1953. 57pp.map,tables. ‘50O¢. 











